former children are alive and healthy, and five have died from various ordinary complaints. None of the family have, so far as can be ascertained, suffered from any congenital malformation or disease, and there is no history of syphilis and no reason to suspect it.
Pregnancy.?The mother says that when she was about one month pregnant she got a very great fright from a cat, with a kitten in its mouth, suddenly jumping through the glass of the window into her room. The fright made her feel ill at the time and for some days after.
The birth was normal, but was thought to be about a month premature.
There was an unusually large amount of liquor amnii.
After birth, the infant was noticed to be deeply cyanosed, and its extremities were swollen (oedematous). On Nothing abnormal is noticed about the intestines. The papilla of the ductus communis is normal and patent. The large bowel is filled with normal-looking meconium. There are some enlarged mesenteric glands.
The spleen is a little larger than natural and is dark in colour, but otherwise normal.
The kidneys are irregular in shape, and are united to one another below for about f of an inch, forming a "horse-shoe kidney." The ureters come off from the anterior surface of the kidneys. The adrenals are normal in size and shape.
The bladder is normal, as are also the testicles, which are situated at the brim of the pelvis.
Remarks.?This case is of considerable interest, because the condition of the gall-bladder found in it is evidently due to the disease which produces " congenital obliteration of the bileducts ;"2 and some of the other facts of the case may help to throw light on the somewhat obscure subject of the etiology of that condition.
The present writer has already (p. 44 et seq.) attempted to prove that the inflammatory process which is the immediate cause of the malformation in these cases has nothing whatever to do with syphilis (as is usually taken for granted), but is, probably always, secondary in some unexplained way to a developmental abnormality.
This case affords strong confirmation of that view. For, on the one hand, we find that there is no history of syphilis in the parents; that they have had fourteen previous children without a sign of it; and that the child itself presents no appearance in any other organ that could be held to be due to syphilis. While, on the other, the numerous developmental abnormalities, both internal and external, certainly afford strong presumptive evidence in favour of the malformation of the gall-bladder being of the same nature.
The fact of the epithelium lining the gall-bladder being normal and healthy-looking (and that of the bile-ducts also, so far as they were examined), seems to prove that the cause of the inflamma- 
